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We have found an explanation of the name Viroqua in the 
Draper Manuscripts 12F114. Viroqua was the name of a Mohawk 
princess, sister of the distinguished Dr. Oronhyetetha. She lived 
in Canada, near Brantford. In 1886 she was giving entertain- 
ments in the opera house at that place. An early settler of 
Viroqua, Wisconsin, came from Canada, and no doubt had 
heard the name among the Mohawk on Grand River. 

THE HOME OF THE INVENTOR OF THE SELF-KNOTTER 

In or near what Wisconsin city is the farm house of John F. Appleby, 
inventor of the first twine-knotter for a self-binder reaper? Are there 
any of the original buildings on the farm which were in use during his 
days? 

Allen P. Child, 
Kansas City, Mo. 

John F. Appleby was brought up on the farm of his step- 
father, Marshall Newell. In 1857 Mr. Newell owned two hundred 
and fifty acres on section twenty-three of the town of Lagrange, 
Walworth County. The nearest large town is Whitewater, where 
Mr. Newell died. Before 1873 his farm had passed into the 
hands of John Taylor, whose descendants still own the place. 
If you will write to John Taylor, farmer, Lagrange, Walworth 
County, Wisconsin, you will probably get an answer concerning 
the buildings on the farm. 

Young Appleby early left home, and was living near Mazo- 

manie, Dane County, when on August 5, 1862, he enlisted in 

Company E, Twenty-third Wisconsin Volunteers. We do not 

find that he owned a farm near Mazomanie. He is not listed as 

a farm owner in the census of 1860, nor in that of 1870. It seems 

probable that his boyhood home was the only farm on which he 

lived. 

THE NAMING OF NEENAH 

Can you give me any information as to the origin and history of 
the name Neenah? Am I right in assuming the word Neenah to be the 
name of an Indian girl, and if so is there any possibility of obtaining 
a likeness or picture of what represents her, for reproducing same? 

Harry F. Williams, 

Neenah 

The word Neenah is the Winnebago word for water. The 

story is told that Governor Doty was once traveling with a 
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Winnebago guide, and pointing to Fox River asked its native 
name. The Indian, thinking the governor meant the word for 
water, replied "Neenah." Doty supposed it was the native word 
for that river, and always spoke of the Fox as Neenah River. 
Afterward, liking the name, he used it for the town. Other 
authorities apply the story to an engineer who was surveying 
for the government in early days, and who in his report gave 
the name Neenah to the Fox River. So far as we are aware, no 
tradition associates the name with an Indian girl. 

HONEST AMASA COBB 

The First National Bank of Lincoln has just been printing a semi- 
centennial souvenir. Amasa Cobb, who, as you know, represented our 
old Wisconsin district in Congress for four successive terms, was the 
principal founder and the first president of this bank. He was a mem- 
ber of the Wisconsin Senate of 1855-56. I remember the story that he 
exposed on the floor of the Senate an attempt to bribe him, which 
won him the sobriquet "Honest Cobb." It was said also that this was 
the legislature of the "forty thieves." I supposed that the occasion 
was the exposure of the bribery of the legislature by the La Crosse and 
Milwaukee Railroad Company; but that came later. I am unable to 
find any references to the incident in question in the publications of your 
historical society. I think it will not cause you much trouble to illus- 
trate the incident in question very briefly on my behalf. 

I remember also that General Cobb was criticized for his alleged 
drawing of two salaries — one as member of Congress, the other as 
colonel of the two regiments which he organized for the Civil War. 
If the information is easily available, I should like to know whether or 
not he spent much of his time in Congress while the war lasted. I 
should like to know also the date on which he organized each of the 
two regiments of which he was colonel, and the names of the regiments. 
I have data covering these points, but I am not sure of their reliability. 

Albert Watkins, 

Lincoln, Neb. 

With respect to the early career of General Amasa Cobb 
we have found some interesting material. Cobb was a member of 
the state senate for 1855 and 1856. In the latter year a special 
session in September and October was called to accept the Con- 
gressional land grants for railroads. There was a powerful lobby 
for the Milwaukee and La Crosse Railroad present, and it was 
openly charged that bribery was the order of the day. We do 
not find that Cobb made an open protest in the senate sessions; 



